
The goal of the Education Law Practice Group at Hodgson
Russ is to provide high-quality legal services to help our
school clients establish the best possible educational and
work environments. Over the past 30 years, our attorneys
have advised on the operations and employment matters of
school districts and legal issues involving students.

Our Attorneys Have Extensive 
Experience in Every Aspect of 
Education Law, Including:
���Administration of collective negotiations agreements in

school districts and the Taylor Law

���Constitutional issues, including due process, search 
and seizure, and the First Amendment

���Contingency budgets in New York State

���Discipline of classified and certified employees

���Environmental law matters

���Federal and state civil rights laws

���Grievance administration and arbitration

���Litigation

���New York civil service issues

���New York State and federal laws generally affecting 
public schools

���Public Officers Law

���Regulations and decisions of the New York State 
Commissioner of Education

���Rehabilitation Act (§504) and Americans with 
Disabilities Act

���School building construction, closings, sales, and 
leases

���School finances

���School transportation issues

���Special education

���Student rights and discipline

���Tax issues pertaining to wages and benefits

���Tort liability of school districts and officials

Philosophy
Hodgson Russ operates on the premise that we work first
and foremost for the board of education. In the area of
employee relations, we generally represent management
only. Nevertheless, our approach to labor relations is deter-
minedly nonconfrontational. We recognize that the district
must work together with employees and their unions for
mutual interests to be served. However, there are times
when management has to take a firm stand, and members
of our Education Law Practice Group have an excellent rep-
utation as persuasive advocates for school management
when dealing with difficult situations.

SchoolNET Web Site
As a service to our school clients, Hodgson Russ maintains
a Web site dedicated to school law issues. It provides
briefs concerning new issues we encounter while conduct-
ing research and other news and information. The site also
lists each of the attorneys and paralegal personnel  in our
Education Law Practice Group. Our SchoolNET Web site is
at www.hodgsonruss.com/schoolnet/.

The Hodgson Russ Advantage
Hodgson Russ provides school clients with an additional
competitive edge—a full-service law firm with attorneys
who are well versed in the technical and practical aspects
of virtually any area that affects school districts. From liti-
gation, tax rate proceedings, real estate, and employee
relations to construction contracts and bonding, environ-
mental law, and intellectual property, Hodgson Russ 
attorneys are thoroughly equipped to assist you.
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Offices
677 Broadway, Suite 301, Albany, NY 12207
Tel.518.465.2333    Fax.518.465.1567

1801 N. Military Trail, Suite 200, Boca Raton, FL 33431
Tel.561.394.0500    Fax.561.394.3862

The Guaranty Building, 140 Pearl Street, Suite 100
Buffalo, NY 14202
Tel.716.856.4000    Fax.716.849.0349

55 East Main Street, Suite 100, Johnstown, NY 12095
Tel.518.736.2900    Fax.518.736.8165

1540 Broadway, 24th Floor, New York, NY 10036
Tel.212.751.4300    Fax.212.751.0928

The Lincoln Building, 60 East 42nd Street, 37th Floor
New York, NY 10165
Tel.212.661.3535    Fax.212.972.1677

450 Royal Palm Way, 6th Floor, Palm Beach, FL 33480
Tel.561.656.8608    Fax.561.656.8609

150 King Street West, Suite 2309, P.O. Box 30
Toronto, ON M5H 1J9
Tel.416.595.5100    Fax.416.595.5021
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